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Finland's current security strategy will not prove beneficial for the nation without profound and concrete changes. Nordic and EU cooperation have been presented as alternatives to NATO membership. The complexity of taking into account the public opinion, Finnish political relation and the economic relations of both to Russia and the EU is point of the equation. As an EU-member state it cannot ignore any of these factors and it has to reconsider its foreign and security policy to coordinate the upcoming decisions over the European security arrangements. This paper examines different strategic security possibilities for Finland: 1) to rely on EU resources as a primary means for national security, 2) to rely on NATO capabilities, and 3) to rely on Nordic cooperation. The solution can also be a practical combination of all three. This paper concludes with recommendations based on consequences of each option.
Finland's Security Solution in the Future
Those who retreat into their shells will not succeed in the newly shaping international environment. While the size of a country is not irrelevant, it is also not the only relevant factor. The international success of Finland will increasingly be determined by her own vitality and the ability to find and offer solutions.
-President Sauli Niinisto
Finland's Security Situation today
According to the Programme of Government, Finnish foreign and security policy is based on good bilateral relations, a strong influence within the European Union (EU), and effective multilateral cooperation as part of the international community. 1 Finland will pursue an active foreign policy and foster cooperation with other nations and peoples. It will play an active role in increasing cooperation between the Nordic countries and other neighboring countries, in developing activities of the European Union, and in acting as a member of the global community. Finland will encourage efforts to reduce global poverty. 2 The goal of Finland's foreign and security policy is to serve these national efforts to the overall benefit of Finland and the Finns. The aim is to guarantee security and welfare close to home, while promoting the same in more distant places as much as our resources allow. In terms of foreign policy, the Finns must now work hard to create the preconditions for Finland's international success. The Finns must find new ways of promoting Finland, not only in terms of exports but also as an attractive investment opportunity as well as a valuable political partner. 3 Finland will actively participate the development of the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and the Common Security and Defence Policy (CDSP) in 2 accordance with the opportunities offered by the Lisbon Treaty. In the enhanced military cooperation of the future, competences and capabilities will be utilized reciprocally, in collaboration with the EU and Nordic partner countries. Finland must continue to ensure a credible defense and participate in the European security and defence cooperation, currently under development, as well as in international military crisis management. The basic premise is to defend Finland's entire territory through a defence system based on general conscription. 4 Nordic and EU cooperation have been presented in public discussion as possibilities and even alternatives to NATO membership. 22 Finland and the European Union (EU)
The EU's real strength as an international power stems neither from its military nor diplomatic capabilities. Rather, as the world's biggest economy and trading power, it possesses vast assets that make the main counterpart to the U.S. The EU has defined itself as the most important provider of development and humanitarian assistance, and greatest source of international norms and standards. Despite the rise of the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China), the EU -USA economic relationship remains by far the world's most important in terms of both trade and investment. 23 Unfortunately, the EU's great potential for leadership is rarely translated into genuine influence. EU efforts are far too often disjointed and diffuse and unnecessary complexity and incoherence often result in inaction. If the EU wishes to take greater responsibility for the stability of its neighborhood and play a more effective role in confronting international challenges it will have to develop a much stronger collective sense of purpose and begin to act more coherently. 24 The EU is currently inwardly-focused due to the Euro crisis. Britain's public debate about leaving the EU further reduces the EU's coherent international effectiveness.
For Finland, the European Union is a natural choice of political community and its development and actions enhance Finland's stability, prosperity and security. and German-Dutch battlegroups within the EU's rotating system of rapid reaction forces. 27 It seems that the EU membership and the EU's developing CFSP has had a significant impact upon the Finnish official discourse. They had a major role in the postCold War re-articulation of the official policy in terms of alignment rather than neutrality.
Moreover, the development of the EU's foreign and security policy, specifically the creation of crisis-management capabilities, had a significant effect on the subsequent re-articulations of the official discourse and its successful integration. EU membership and participation in the CFSP and the CSDP facilitated the transition from neutrality to alignment in the realm of foreign and security policy, and shaped the state identity of 
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The EU is working to have the division adequately resourced and supported for its actions. The paper stressed more policy and defense cooperation than developing the EU's common defense. This proposition describes both Finland's will to effect the EU's CSDP and defense cooperation and on the other hand Finland's reluctance to advance 12 more too quickly. Finland should support the EU's common defense and its ongoing development in order for it to be a realistic security solution for Finland.
Finland and NATO -Political and Military Considerations
The "Open Door" policy of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has been an article of faith for Allies and aspirants alike for more than a decade. Its most recent formulation, approved at the November 2010 Lisbon Summit, states: "The door to NATO membership remains fully open to all European democracies which share the values of our Alliance, which are willing and able to assume the responsibilities and obligations of membership, and whose inclusion can contribute to common security and stability." 33 Finland is not a member of the military alliance, but it cooperates with NATO and maintains the option of applying for membership. Finland has declared it will not prepare a membership application during this Government's term of office. Finland will evaluate a possible NATO membership on the basis of its own national security and defence policy interests. It will work to develop cooperation between the EU and NATO, and recognizes NATO's importance as the key forum of European security policy. 34 Finland is engaged in a debate over whether it would be desirable to seek membership in NATO in order to mitigate future security challenges. A full and frank debate has been difficult because it is constrained by a range of political and societal taboos; nevertheless there are indicators that a move toward NATO is not impossible in the foreseeable future. 35 Former president and Nobel Prize winner Martti Ahtisaari said:
"I see no reason why we could not join NATO. Norway is a member and so are Finland make politicians of all types hesitant to discuss NATO membership in public.
For politicians raising one's voice either way on NATO leads quickly to being labeled as a right-wing militarist or a left-wing idealist. For Finland's NATO supporters, NATO is "a community of democratic nations promoting international stability and security, through which Europe can make use of the colossal resources of the United States, and membership in such an organization is an indicator of responsibility." 43 The current system of conscription and territorial defense enjoys wide public support, and is a strong and often used argument against NATO membership. 
Finland and Nordic cooperation
The Nordic countries 48 form Finland's nuclear family in terms of history, society and economy. The significance of the Nordic cooperation cannot be overemphasized.
Our connections in business life have become closer. Nordic cooperation is now going through a revival: eyes are now set on the future, with the aim of a deep and diverse
Nordic partnership. The development of defense cooperation occupies a key role in this work. Finland also seeks to increase exploitation of the Nordic partnership at the international level. Together, the Nordic countries are strong. 49 "We have enormous areas and resources in the north and the area is important for foreign and security policies. This part of the world is becoming increasingly important for transport, natural resources and tourism. The whole world is looking towards the north, but we live here. We must be conscious of this and we must be in the driving seat with regard to developments", said the Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Støre. 50 According to the Program of Government, defense, science and innovation policies, as well as environmental and consumer issues, are natural areas of Nordic cooperation that should be developed. 51 The Nordic countries have traditionally played an active role in promoting peace and development through international crisis management both in the United Nations as well in the European structures. Today, this is very true in Afghanistan, where Finland, Sweden and Norway serve in the North of the Country. The cooperation between our three countries will be further intensified in the coming months. 52 The Nordic Countries also share the valuable experiences from the so called Nordic Battle Group (NBG), one of the EU's battlegroups which is preparing for its third round for the year 2015. 53 
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Finland actively promotes deeper Nordic defence cooperation. Nordic security and defence policy cooperation aims at cost-efficiency in the relevant activities and at ways of securing capabilities. Security policy cooperation will be continued on the basis of the Nordic declaration on solidarity. 54 Cooperation on defense has taken place for many decades in Scandinavia, but in the age of austerity and with tighter defense budgets, it has now become more important. Nordic Defence Cooperation NORDEFCO is not an organization but a working structure for regional cooperation. All operational decisions are made through the national chain of command in each respective country. 55 Officially, the purpose of NORDEFCO is to strengthen the Participants' national defence, explore common synergies and facilitate efficient common solutions. 56 NORDEFCO comes in addition to NATO, and is not a competing structure. Its three basic elements are 1) to support the Nordic countries' security and defense policies, 2) to exchange equipment and cooperate on procurements and logistics, and Of course, it would be a huge step for Finland if we gave up using the term nonalignment. Some time ago, we were able to give up on the term "neutral" without any 
